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A MESSAGE FROM

1. To all our fellow Christians,
and to our followmen everywhere,
we send greebings in fthe pame of
Jesus Christ- We aifirm onr faith
in Jegus. Christ as thel hops 87 the
world,  and, desire to gbard that
faith with all men. May God for-
give us;that by.ocar. ¢in we have
often- biddea- this hope from the
worlds Fabia Ly X

2. ' In-the ferment ©f cor time
there =re both hopes and fears. If
is indeed good toshope ior iresdom,
justice, and - peacs,'and it ig God’s
will that we should have thece
ghings Buot He bag made us for s
higher end. He has made s ior

*« Himself, shebt we tmight know and

love Him, worshig’and serve Him.

_Nosbing otber than God gan ever

gatisfy the keart of man. Forges-
ting this, man beddmes his own
eney Do saeks justice but oreates
oppreasion: He wanus pedce, but
drifts towards war His very mag-
#éry of nature threatens him with
rain- Whether he acknowledges if
or not, be stends under the jndg--
ment of God and in the shadow of
daath

3. Here whera we stand, Jesus
Ghl‘ist' Sggod with us He came to
os, broe God and froe Man, fo seek
and to save- Though we weras the
anemies of God, Chrigt died for ns-
We ecrocitied Him, but God raised
Him from the dead- He is risen:
He has overcome thq powers of gin
and death A mew life bas begun-.
And in Bis yisen and Qsoenﬁed
ower, He nas sent forth into the
P mmupity, bound to-

orld & new 00 ' : :
webher by His Spirit, sharing Hig
givine life, and commiasioned ta

i t the

ke Him known thromghou
I:grid- He will ¢ome again 85 Judge
and King to bring all things to
shisir consummation: Then we shail,

AT EVANSTON

88 Him as He is end koow aa'we
are known  Togather with the
whole ereation we wait for this
with eager hope, knowing that
God is faithful and that even now
He holds all things in His hand:

4. Thig is the hope of God's
peopls in every age, and we com-
mend it afresh today to all who

«will listen, To aceept it is to torn
tropour ways fo God's way- It is
to live ag  {forgivenm sinners, as

children growing in His love: 1&
iv o have our ecibizeuship in thab
Kingdom whiech all man’s gin is
imnetent to de:troy, that realm of
love and joy and peace which lies
ebouat all men, though unseen 'Ifi
is to enter with, 'Chrish into the
sulfering and despair of men,
sharing with them the- zreab cecret
of that Kingdom which they do

mof expect, It is to know that what-

gver men may do, Janus réiss ard

‘shail reign,

9:  With this agsurance we,can
faq_t_s the powara of evil and the
threat of de1th with a good couraga

. Delivered from fear we are made

free|to Jove. For bayond the jude-
ment of men and the judgment of
bistory lies the judement .of the
K,‘l g who dies for &/l men, and who
will judge us according to what we
have dope to the legst of his
bfﬁﬁhran. Thus onr Ohrigtian hope
directs us towards our neighbour.

It constreing ws to pray daily ‘Thy -

will be done on earth ag it is io
hepvan', and to act By we pray in
every area of life It begets & life
of l_mlla‘ving peayer and expeckant
action, looking o Jesns and press-
ing forward to the day of His re.
turn in glovy.

6. Now we wonld gpeak through _

our mewmber churches direetly o
each congregation. Six years sgo

" troth apd that we may

THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURHES

our. churches entered info & coven-—

ant to foyxm this Council, and af-
firmed their intention to  stuy
together- Wa thank God for
blessing on oar work and fellow=
ghip doring these six years:
enter now apon a.segond sfrnge To
stay together is not enough. Wa

must go forward- As we learn more.

i’

Wa !

cf oar vnity in Christ, it besomes

the more intzlerable thatiwe ehorld

bhe divided- We thersfore atk you:.

ls your chureh seriously consider:
ing ibs relation to other chuorches
in the light of ounr Lord’'s prayer
that we may ba sanctilied in tha
: 11 be one?
Is your congregation. in iellowship,
with sister congregabipns around
you, doiog all it can do fo ensure
that  your) neighboars shall hear
the voice of  the one Bhepherd
caliing e'l men into the one flock?

7. Theforess that separate men
from one anobther are Btrong Ag
oor meetirg here we bave missed
the presence ofi Chinesé Churches
which were with ve at Amsterdam.
There ara obher lands avd churches
anrepresented in ounr Couneil, and
weo long srdently for their fellow-
ship- But we are thankfal that,
separated as wo are by the deepest
political divisions of oor time,
here at Bvanston we are uvnited in
O.rist- Ard we rejoice also thaf,

in the bond of prayer and a com-—

mon hope, we maintain communion
with our Chrigtian brethren every-
where: . &y
8. It is from within this com.
mupion that wae have to spe~k about
the fear and distrust whieh ab
present divide our world- Only abt

the Cross of Christ, where men -

know  themselves a8 forgiven
pinners, ean fhey be mede one TIj
is there that Christians must pray



2

daily for their enemies- It is there
that we must seek deliverance from
gelf-rightecnsness, impatience and
fear- And those who know that
Christ is risen should have the
courage fo expect new power 6o
break throogh every human barrier-

9 It is not enough thab Chris-
tians should seek peace for them-
gelves They must seek justice for
others: Great massess of people in
many parks of the world are bungry
for bread, and are compelled to live
in conditions which mock their
baman worth. Does your chuorch
gpesk and act against smch injas-
tice? Millions of men and women
are suffering segdregation and dis-
crimination on the ground of race-
1e yoor church willing bo declare,
as this Assembly has declared, that
this is contrary to the will of God
and to act on that deelaration? Do
you pray regularly tor thogse who
snffer unjost disecrimination on
grounds of race, religion, or polibi-
cal conviction? 7

10- The Church of Cbriat ig to-
dey a world,wide fellowship, yet
there are countless pe: ple to whom
He is unknown: How much do yom
cara aboat this? Does your congre=
gation live for itself, or, for tha
world aroond it and beyond it?
Does its common life, and does the
daily work of its members in ' the
world, affirm the Lordship of
Christ or deny it? :

11. God does nob leave any of
ns to stand alone ln every place
He has gathered us together to ha
His family, in which His gifts and
Hig forgiveress &re received Do
voo forgive one ancther as Christ
forgave you/ Is voar congregation
a true family of God, where every
man oan find & home and know that
God loves him wibhout limit?

12 We are mol saificient for

these things. Bot Christ is saffi-

cient- We do nob Enow what is
coming to us. But we know Who
ig coming: 16 i3 He who mests us
every day 2nd who will meet ug at
the end—Jesns Christ onr Lord-

13- Therefore we say to you:
Rejoice in hope-
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in every manis the e~xpress -
ion of an absolute Being and
hunger for God-
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Theught for the Week

There are four requisites for life
which are given by. the bounty
God-air,. light, land and water.
These exist before man®s labour s
expanded upon them, and upon air
and light man can do nothing
except spoil them,
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